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aged to participate in special school programs and affairs but,
except in certain districts where a closer relationship between
the parents and the school staff has been developed, the par-
ents are not expected to help plan and carry out school
projects.
Attempts are being made in many cities to utilize the recre-
ational resources of community centers which are under spe-
cially trained staffs who are well fitted to act as coordinators
of their own and the school's programs.
ENVIRONMENT AND MATERIAL RESOURCES AFFECT
LEARNING
Each child responds to his material environment as well as
to the people around him. It is the obligation of the school
and the teacher to provide surroundings and materials for
study which will be a challenge to the thinking and feeling
of the children, and arouse their curiosity so that what they
do is actual learning and not busy-work.
City and school libraries, classroom reference books, text-
books, laboratories, and many kinds of current literature are
the usual resources for teaching. There is very little literature
at the primary and intermediate level for help on personal
problems or on how to be a contributor in the home. Text-
books treat more of health than of the child's social and eco-
nomic problems, or of the development of homemaking skills
and the care of younger children.
In the past decade there has been an increasing acceptance
of the use of audio-visual materials for study, and of getting
out into the community to use its facilities to enrich the
children's daily experiences. Children's homes have not been
used extensively but could well serve as laboratories for certain
valuable experiences.
The classroom, however, serves as the child's headquarters
at school. Much has been done in specific schools to make
these homerooms- attractive through colorful walls and furni-
ture. Nevertheless, homerooms also show great variations in
the efficiency and adaptability of the furniture and equip-